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Abstract: CHEN Zhi (Benjamin Chih CHEN) was a well known architect and architectural educator of the 20" century in
China. As one of the most important representatives among the architects of the first generation CHEN Zhi's significant
contributions were not only found in a number of his successful practical works but also in his efforts in promoting the
modern professional position and education in China. In the occasion of 120" anniversary of his birth, this paper, based
on the memorial articles, related publications and the authors' recent research, will trace back CHEN's architectural life
of four different periods, in order to present his growing path, professional achievements and historical influences.
Through a review of this professional's lifelong career, the paper also intends to have a retrospect on the process of the
emerging of the professionals, the forming of the discipline, the searching for modern, and its own modernity in 20"
Century Chinese architecture, thinking of the experiences and thoughts left from the former generations.
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