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Abstract: The Kaiyuan pagoda was built in the ninth year of Kaibao in the Northern Song Dynasty (976) . It is a
more than ten zhang high, octagonal, and 13-storey pavilion-style brick pagoda. During the period of the Repub-
lic of China, Japanese scholar Tokiwa Daijo (1921) and Chinese ancient architects YANG Tingbao and LIU Dunzhen

(1936) conducted detailed surveys and photographs of the pagoda. Kaiyuan pagoda was destroyed by Japanese
Air Force in 1944. As the tallest building in Zhengzhou for nearly 1000 years, the Kaiyuan pagoda has a very high
value of history and viewing. It was listed as one of the "Eight Scenes of Zhengzhou” in Qianlong with the name
of "Guta Qingyun". This article studies on the form and characteristics of Kaiyuan pagoda according to relevant
historical documents and photos, explores and analyzes the original form of the pagoda by using “"the visual resto-
ration method”, modeling by SketchUp and combines the style and feature of the relevant ancient pagodas from
the Tang to Song Dynasty. The research method can provide a reference for the restoration of typical pavilion-style
brick pagodas in the Song Dynasty based on reliable historical documents. The research conclusions can provide
reference for the construction feature and style evolution of the pavilion-style brick pagodas in the Tang and Song
Dynasties.

Keywords: Kaiyuan pagoda, Pavilion-style brick pagoda, Style and feature, Pagoda of Song Dynasty, Original
form, Restoration research
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