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From Protected Area Delimitation to Red Line Management: A Review
of the Development of Eco-spatial Regulation at Home and Abroad
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Abstract: Since the end of the 19th century, the regulation of ecological space has gradually deepened. The red
line of ecological protection is an innovative resource and environment management tool in China, which has simi-
lar functions with western management tools such as protected areas and environmental sensitive areas. However,
the scope of red-line area for ecological protection in China, as well as the methods and basis for determining it,
are not yet mature. The delimitation of the red line of ecological protection should be based on a comprehensive
survey of resources and environment and rational evaluation of resources and environment. In addition, the de-
limitation of the red line of ecological protection is not only a rational technological process, but also a process of
reaching consensus through consultation among multiple stakeholders.

Keywords: Red line of ecological protection, Ecological space, Spatial planning
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