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Modernity: A Perspective to the History of Architectural Knowledge
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Abstract: If all histories are contemporary, the critical questions to the research of early modern Chinese architec-
ture are what is its significance to contemporary and how it could be. In so far as modernity is the condition and
basis for formulation of architectural knowledge, and architecture is a modern form of knowledge and practice
upon them, the early modern time in China is when this form of knowledge originated and contemporary Chinese
architecture derives from. This paper attempts to address some issues in this research field, particularly referring to
the relations between technology and architecture,from three aspects: consciousness and reflection of modernity,
questions raised by modernity in Chinese architecture and formation of knowledge as an approach to them. With
doing so, this paper hopes to clarify some theoretical questions in the viewpoint of knowledge formation based
on reflection of modernity, and to explore its ways and value in to examining the problems in contemporary as
well as the historical course.

Keywords: Discursive formation, Early modern Chinese architecture, Multiple modernity, Ideas of Technology,
Mechanization
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