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From Amalgamation of Case Studies to Expansion of the

Field: Possibilities of Enhancing the Study of Modern Chinese
Architectural History
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Abstract: In the context of prosperous research and publications on modern Chinese architectural history in the
recent years, this paper explores possible ways to expand the field and complicate our understandings. First, it
introduces the semester-long class of Modern Chinese Architectural History at Tsinghua University, explicating the
importance of discovery of first-hand materials and mobilization of students for archival and field work. It also
contends for two other possibilities, technological research can be aligned to intellectual study and history of ideas
to examine architectural, urban and social development, and more attentions should be drawn to the disconnections
and interconnections across the boundary of 1949.

Keywords: Modern Chinese architectural history, Teaching on modern Chinese architectural history, History of the
discipline, Case study, Expansion of the field
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