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The Modernist Practice for the Unity of Knowledge and Action:

Interpreting WANG Weijen’s Architectural Research and Practice
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Abstract: This article consciously puts WANG Weijen's academic activities and architectural practice in the historical
framework of the modern transformation of architectural education and design practice in China. Through the
retrospect of WANG's early years of studies and work experiences, the interaction between teaching and research,
and his architectural practice, it comprehensively depicts WANG's unification of theoretical research vision and
design proposition. It further examines the inherent duality from a coherent historical perspective of architectural
design. This article is to demonstrate the identity and common values of college-based architects by shifting the
focus from WANG's activities to the review of their historical background, parallelly comparing with the architectural
practices in mainland China.

Keywords: Architectural research and practice, Courtyard typology, History of architectural design, Modern transfor-
mation, Duality
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