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Abstract: The post-war reconstruction of British cities started the process of contemporary urban regeneration in the
UK. The Barbican in central London is a redevelopment project with modernist features and related to social housing
policies. It is particularly unique, compared with other London post-war redevelopments, due to its redevelopment
nature, neighborhood use, physical form and social consequences. The paper introduces the social, political and
economic factors facilitating the Barbican redevelopment, and reviews its design and construction, culture and
operation, and residence and management.The paper critically reveals Barbican’s pros and cons, and then concludes
Barbican’s implications to China’s urban regeneration at six aspects including the balancing mechanism of urban
regeneration, land use in city centers, total urban design, neighborhood enclosure and scale, aesthetic debate and
value of design, and community involvement and common living.
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