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The Architect of the Civilian : Interview to Hsieh Ying-Chun
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Abstract: Hsieh Ying-Chun is a well-known architect in Taiwan of China. His architectural activities since the late
1970s have formed two main lines: “new Hakka architecture” and “cooperative building”. In November 2019, the
author had an in-depth interview with Hsieh Ying-Chun in Xiamen. In the interview, Hsieh Ying-Chun showed the
practice of new vernacular architecture and the corresponding theoretical thinking and generation path. They take
the regional modern construction aesthetics as the technical support, have a direct connection with the modernity
and criticality carried by Bauhaus, and have a direct connection with the “Local Literature Movement” and “new
vernacular” in Taiwan since the 1970s, which has the deep meaning of publicity, openness, revolutionary and
populism.

Keywords: Hsieh Ying-Chun, Modern architecture in Taiwan, Hakka architecture, Cooperative building,
Regionalism, Civilian architecture
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