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The Adaptive Re-use of Churches in Europe: A Critical Evaluation of a
Heritage in Transition

[t ]SS 3 | witen by Thomas COOMANS

FHRE HKfHT 12 | Translated by WANG Yumo Leon BOUWMEESTER

HE: CONBERNERNES, LHEEBHNREHEHERRN, FAEDRIMREEENRBRNBRELS,
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Abstract: In Europe, a growing part of the remarkable heritage of Christian and Catholic churches is at risk because it
is no more used or under-used. The main reason is the evolution of Western societies that, amongst others, impacts
religious knowledge, church attendance, and religious vocations. Today, all the Western regions are confronted with
the issue of redundant churches and monasteries, which has had consequences on the use, maintenance, financing,
ownership, and heritage of these buildings. This article is a critical evaluation of a heritage at risk. What should,
could, and can happen to churches that have lost their original use? Who decides whether a church should be
decommissioned, reused or demolished, and how? Are there alternative forms of use? What are the consequences of
heritage protection on the reuse of a church? What can we learn from half a century of experience with redundant
churches and adaptive reuse? The author reflects on different forms of adaptive reuse of church buildings, as well as
changing heritage values, and new models of decision making that could be useful for the future and could inspire a
Chinese audience too.

Keywords: Adaptive reuse, Religious heritage, Church architecture, Heritage at risk
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