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Abstract: Historic preservation and climate change act upon our built environment from opposing directions.
Preservation sustains a past state of being in the future while climate change renders a past state of being
unsustainable in the future. As one attempts to delay change the other causes potentially irreversible change. They
will necessarily converge in a clash of values. This paper examines the conflict between the preservation of coastal
heritage and sea level rise. In considering the plight of coastal built heritage, it argues for the adaptation and reuse
of such structures in ways unthinkable within the present understanding of heritage preservation. This paper focuses
on the need for the development of policy on heritage threatened by sea level rise and the use of visualization as a
means of preparing heritage coastal communities for such policy.

Keywords: Built heritage, Sea level rise, Climate change action, Visualization, Adaptation
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