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“Civilizing” a Kind of Traditional Architecture: Modem Cultural
Influences on Cr-tang in Rural Areas of Hunan
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Abstract: Since the beginning of the 20th century, with the eastward spread of western culture, the influence of
foreign culture has gradually appeared on Chinese vernacular architectures. Although known as the province that
is most antipathy to all things foreign, Hunan is also the epicenter of the Hundred Day’s Reform. In a province
with such dual society, Western-styled Ci-tang (ancestral hall), began to emerge in many remoted areas, and were
called “civilized buildings” by the locals. In this paper, a survey is carried out among these Ci-tang. Based on a
wide range of literary sources along with field investigation, the intrinsic and extrinsic motivations of the Gi-tang to
“civilize” were analyzed. The evolution patterns of these Ci-tang were studied. And other than just focusing on the
imitating appearance, the ideology and modernity behind this phenomenon of vernacular architecture’s “civilizing”
is discussed in this paper, in order to enrich the studies on Chinese vernacular architecture and early modern
architecture, while also provides a new perspective for the study of architectural modernization about those of
spontaneity in less urbanized areas.

Keywords: Hunan vernacular architecture, Hunan modern architecture, Hunan Ancestral halls (Ci-tang), Civilize,
Civilized buildings
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