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A Study on the Interior Spatial Pattern of Officials” Dwellings in Tang
Dynasty based on Datang Kalyuan Li
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Abstract: It is generally recognized that Chinese ancient dwellings before Han dynasty took the spatial pattern
main hall with adjacent rear bedroom as mainstream form, but the historical continuity of this pattern remains
unclear. Based on Datang Kaiyuan Li and other documents, this paper explored the interior spatial composition of
“Zhengqin" in officials’ dwellings in Tang Dynasty. According to the etiquette processes of capping, wedding and
funeral ceremony, the hall in “Zhenggin” was an open space with left and right steps, and two isolated walls (so-called
“Xu") standing on its either side. The rearward bedroom was adjacent to the hall and flanked by two chambers. In
general, "Zhengqin" still inherited the basic spatial pattern of the ancient period. The main changes were that spatial
names such as “Dong Xi Tang"” and “Dong Xi Jia" disappeared, etiquettes in bedroom decreased and two chambers
beside the bedroom were removed in some cases, which indicated the tendency of spatial simplification. Clarifying
the interior form of officials’ dwellings in the Tang Dynasty is conducive to understand the stability and historical
influences of the traditional spatial pattern restrained by the ritual system.

Keywords: Tang dynasty, Officials’ dwellings, Zhengqin, Main hall with adjacent rear bedroom, Datang
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