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Abstract: Taking the Maison AlBa prototype presented by Jean Prouvé at the 9" CIAM as a starting point, this
paper traces the post-World War Il research of Jean Prouvé and his atelier in the field of assembly technology and
industrialised construction methods, their attempts using design as an experimental method, as well as using syn-
ergy thinking as a guiding principle of design. On this basis, the author further places the core ideas of Atelier Jean
Prouvé in the context of the history of technology and of engineering, with the intention of exploring the scientif-
ic and critical aspects of these ideas.
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