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From Historic Center to Historic City: The Typology - and Morphology-
Led Italian Contemporary Urban Planning Practices
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Abstract: The typology - and morphology-led planning techniques are salient approaches for planning
historic centers and cities in Italy since the post-war period. This article summarizes the evolution process of
these techniques and the associated planning practices, particularly concerning the contemporary planning
practices. Taking the new master plans of Roma and Bologna as examples, it focuses on how such techniques
lead the plans and management of contemporary historic cities. The paper also discusses the inspirations of the
techniques through considering the concept of Historic Urban Landscape recently proposed by UNESCO and
the present situation of urban conservation and development of Chinese historic cities.

Keywords: Morphology, Typology, Planning technique, Historic city, Historic Urban Landscape (HUL), Italy
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