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Leamning from Overseas and Inquiring the Improvement of the Chinese
Modermn Architecture: The Contribution Made by the Architects Studied
Overseas in the Early Stage of Reform and Opening Up
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Abstract: After the Reform and Opening Up, China has had unprecedented extensive exchanges with other coun-
tries. Some elite Chinese architects selected by the government had the opportunities to go abroad to study in de-
veloped countries, they had the consciousness of critical thinking and the strong patriotic mission because of their
growing experience. After returning home, they introduced the advanced discipline of development achievements
into China, which greatly promoted the development process of China’s architectural modernization. This paper
studies the first group of Chinese architects studied abroad in the early stage of Reform and Opening Up, reviews
the background and the opportunity provided at the time, summarizes the characteristics of the group, and re-
views the detailed contribution made by this group on China’s architectural development by exploring the specific
contributions made by each individual on system, creation, theory, market, teaching and so on.
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