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From the Royal Forbidden Land to the Ceremony Stage
The Development of Wanshou Temple in the Western Suburos of Beijing

M5 | YANGUng M#J | YEXiang 5K/\gf | ZHANG Xiaopeng

WE: AN AHFFERAHL N\ ZENEHPRE SR ZERETTNHR. BREDERBZAEEHLE
PABRIARE, BEHE, BFNAXHIERTEFFVNE R, REZERE, PETHELRERLE, HERDN
188, RRENGAAFLERE, BENGAGRALIEIIMZNE THBHARIR, XEHER S LERE G HT
KR, MMAhHFSENPNTEEREE, FRREEMERTNREBRS THLARN, hR—ERGRKMZBNE
RHTAL, BFREEXMGEECHVNIERERTRER, MELMMZE, RRIEFARXRIIHE, HhE, &
REFTHNEIT,

X THEF KA LRE, kiEmaE, EF

Abstract: This paper is a study of the changes of Wanshou temple from the end of Ming Dynasty to the end of
Qing Dynasty.In the Ming Dynasty, the personal affection of Empress Dowagen Li, the system of replacing monks,
and the human geography of the western suburbs were the factors of the establishment of Wanshou Temple.
During the 300 years after the establishment, Wanshou Temple experienced many changes. The establishment of
Changchun Garden, the celebration of Empress Dowager Chongqing’s sixties and seventies, and the celebration of
Cixi's sixtieth birthday all affected the building complex. This paper links historical materials with the actual con-
struction system. It points out that the formation of Wanshou Temple is not only the product of the times, but also
an example of Beijing’s royal temple formed due to its superior location of land and water transportation, whose
style became increasingly more influenced by the Chinese female rulers.The small details indicate the historical,
geographical, and architectural development of Beijing’s Western suburb areas.

Keywords: Wanshou Temple, Changhe River, Western suburbs of Beijing, Female rulers, Factor of establishment
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