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Modulus and Selecting the “Centre”
The Characteristics of Inheritance and Innovation in Planning of
Central Capital of Ming Dynasty in Fengyang
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Abstract: The method of ancient Chinese capital city building was developed in the course of inheritance and ren-
ovation. As the last newly built capital in the south of the Chinese Empire, the central capital of Ming dynasty not
only inherited the mature planning experience, but also reflected the innovation content that the northern capital
did not have. This paper analyzes the inheritance and innovation in planning of central capital of Ming dynasty
from modulus and selecting the“ceter” (zezhong) . Selecting the"centre” in geographical environment and square
grid modulus method is a typical innovation content of the central capital of Ming dynasty planning. On this basis,
it is proposed that the research on the planning method of the central capital of Ming dynasty will help to grasp
the spatial structure and context of the city, which will be an important bridge connecting the cultural relics pro-
tection and urban development of the central capital of Ming dynasty.

Keywords: Central capital of Ming dynasty, Planning, Selecting the “centre” (zezhong), Modulus control,
Inner city form
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