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From New City Hall to Boston School :
A City's Revolution with Brutalist Architecture
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Abstract: City hall buildings are in the major category of Brutalist architecture while they have not been deeply
explored in existing studies. Boston New City Hall is perhaps one of the most influential Brutalist civic buildings.
The paper reviews its development background and design philosophy, analyzes in detail its design characteristics

(including its form, internal space, material, construction and external square) , and reveals profound arguments
in terms of aesthetic, urban context, function and public space. The paper elaborates its revolutionary significance
in complicated relevance to culture and city, including making the rise of Boston School, stimulating urban trans-
formation of Boston, and imposing a wider impact on global architectural practices and perceptions. In conclu-
sion, the paper concludes the values and social evaluations of the New City Hall through vicissitudes of ideologies,
and forecasts its historical position from a perspective of historical heritage.
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