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Abstract: There is a long history of housing cooperative in European Countries, which originated from the anar-
chist tradition in the middle of the 19" century. The cooperative practices produce not only alternative dwelling
forms, but also act as an alternative experiment of economic, political, and social system. They gave birth to the
modern discipline of planning, and stimulated the European welfare system. There are four periods of the practic-
es of European housing cooperatives, namely “incubation” “the first peak” “institutionalization” and “renaissance
and innovation”. Recently, these practices resurge again. Similar to the early ones, the current practices seek to facilitate
socialization of household work and collective communication. Yet, they also distinguish themselves greatly from the
early ones in three aspects, which are “integration into the city” “social diversity” and “participatory design”.
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