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Architecture as a “Social Condenser” : Origination, Evolution and
Influences of the Design Concept
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Abstract; At the beginning of the 20" century, the Soviet constructivists proposed the idea of architecture as a
“social condenser”. Thereafter, the concept has been constantly cited and explored by designers and researchers
in the field of architecture, urban design and social studies. This paper reviews the origination and evolution of
the architectural concept. Its historical development is divided into four stages, namely the stage of origin in the
1920s, the reflection of the 1950-1960s, and the extension and distortion of the 1970-1980s. Finally, it could be
seen that the idea still inspires spatial research and practice nowadays, and would continuously shed new lights on
the development of architectural design in the future.

Keywords: “Social condenser”, Architectural design concept, Constructivism, Post-modernism, The production of
space
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