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20" Century Seen through the Edition Changes of Banister Fletcher’ s
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Abstract: Banister Fletcher's A History of Architecture is a renowned monograph of architectural history in the
West. Since its first publication in 1896, this book has experienced 20 edition changes over the past century. As
a global history of architecture, the discussion of Chinese architecture in Fletcher’s A History of Architecture rep-
resents a high-level research on Chinese architectural history by Western scholars. This discussion has been contin-
uously updated over the past century, to some extent reflecting the deepening understanding of Chinese architec-
tural history in the West. Focusing on four representative editions (the 1901, 1921, 1987 and 2019 editions) , this
article analyzes how the discussion of Chinese architecture developed through the edition changes of Fletcher's A
History of Architecture, and uses this as a clue to unfold the social contexts in which these editions were complet-
ed, their research frameworks, and relations to parallel researches on Chinese architectural history. Through this
perspective, it throws light upon the evolution of understanding of Chinese architectural history in Western schol-
arship, as well as the development of research methods and methodology in global architectural history.

Keywords: Chinese architectural history, Western architectural history, Banister Fletcher, Chinese-ness, Eurocen-
trism, Edition changes
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