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A Classical Paradigm in the Study of Chinese Ancient Architecture:
Yixian Western Royal Tombs of the Qing Dynasty
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Abstract: Yixian Western Royal Tombs of the Qing Dynasty, published in the fifth volume and third issue of Journal
of Society for Research in Chinese Architecture, is not only the overall study based on the Ming and Qing dynas-
ties’ mausoleum system, but also the earliest and most comprehensive case study on Qing Dynasty mausoleum.
By searching the relevant materials, this paper traced back to the academic background of LIU Dunzhen’ s writing
of the article, taking the academic path of Society for Research in Chinese Architecture as the context, and an-
alyzed the Yixian Western Royal Tombs of the Qing Dynasty from the methodological perspective. Clearing LIU" s
whole circuit process from the perspective of architectural society, relying on the philology tradition of historical
data examination, referencing empirical archaeological method, implementing the overall research ideas of So-
ciety for Research in Chinese Architecture, comprehensiving integration of past research experience, according
to the architecture function to study the mausoleum architecture which can best reflect the highest ideology of
ancient Chinese. Then summarized the classic research methods that were reflected in the Yixian Western Royal
Tombs of the Qing Dynasty. To provide a paradigm reference for the study of mausoleum in the Ming and Qing
Dynasties and even ancient Chinese architecture. At the same time, combining the research results of later genera-
tions, filling the gaps. and clarifying and solving the relevant historical problems.

Keywords: Yixian Western Royal Tombs of the Qing Dynasty. Society for Research in Chinese Architecture, Imperi-
al tombs of the Ming and Qing dynasties, Methodology
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