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Abstract: A Pictorial History of Chinese Architecture by LIANG Ssu-ch'eng was the first book of its kind to be written in
a foreign language by a Chinese scholar, and is thus a landmark work in modern Chinese academic history. In targeting
at a different readership, this work varies in a number of aspects from LIANG's Chinese-Language book A History of
Chinese Architectural History, which was written during the same period. Its most unique characteristic is in the use of
visual materials, including photos, measured drawings, sketches, ink-renderings, and a model in addition to bilingual
captions and glossaries. Taking into account of the context of LIANG's images, this paper argues that, LIANG” s images
as an expressional whole, represented Chinese architecture from multiple angles, including its past glory, its structural
rationality, its similarity with western classical architecture in terms of module design, the dilapidation or destruction it
has suffered during the modern era, and the effort paid by Chinese scholars for the protection and revitalization of this
great art tradition.
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Pictorial History of Chinese Architecture, Architectural representation, Architectural photography, Architectural
drawing, Picturesque, Historiography of Chinese architecture
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