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Historical Investigation on the Determination Process of Red Line
Width of Chang’ an Street in Beijing: On China’ s Urban Planning
Decision in the Period of Soviet Experts’ Assistance to China
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Abstract: Based on extensive access to a number of original archives and interviews with old experts, this paper
makes a historical investigation on the research and discussion on the red line width of Chang’an Street in Beijing
in the early days of the founding of new China, combs the different opinions of Soviet planning experts and
relevant leaders in Beijing, the multi scheme comparison of Chang’an Street width and the implementation of
Chang'an Street reconstruction plan. Through the debate and decision-making in the process of determining the
red line width of Chang'an Street, this paper reflects the basic fact that some Chinese leaders and Soviet experts
respect each other and adhere to principles in urban planning, and reveals the stratification of influencing factors
of planning decision-making.

Keywords: Urban history, History of urban planning, Capital, Urban axis, Urban trunk road
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