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Zhongtang, Tingshi and Yingtang in the Residence of Northern Song
Dynasty: A Study Based on Shuy/ Written by Simaguang
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Abstract: Based on the liturgical book Shuyi and other historical documents, this article infers the layout, function and
internal space of the ritual buildings in the large residence of Northern Song Dynasty. There is spatial sequence of gate-Ting-
shi-middle gate-Zhongtang from front to back, and Yingtang is normally located to the east of Tingshi. Zhongtang is the
inner ritual space of the family, while Tingshi is outward and commonly serving for the males. Yingtang is used for setting
ancestors' tablets and portraits, and it should be a transitional matter between Jiamiao of the Tang Dynasty and Citang of
the Southern Song Dynasty. The hall (so called Tang) , rearward bedroom (Shi) and chambers (Fang) in Zhongtang
and Tingshi basically inherit the classical spatial pattern main hall with adjacent rear bedroom, but there are also simplified
cases excluding Shi and Fang. It is speculated that the moving down of rite during the social transformation between Tang
and Song dynasty promoted the evolution of ritual space in the residence.
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