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Urban Form and Spatial Experience: A Brief Introduction to Readings
of Comparative Urban Histories and Planning Histories
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Abstract: According to the disciplinary or professional interests of “form” in Architecture and Urban and Rural
Planning field, this paper reviews some fundamental literature under the Urban History theme since the second half
of 20" century, from the perspectives of architectural history, social history and cultural history, etc. By revealing the
characteristics and their distinction in the multiple approaches of urban spatial representation, it also suggests that
urban historical writing should extend the unitary methodology because of professional division and search for a
pluralistic way, in order to encounter the realistic demands after the “paradigm shift” of relative disciplines, which
specially give more attentions to subjectivity experiences.
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