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Transformation of the Layout Pattern of High-Rise Buildings in

European Historic Urban Areas and Planning Control on their Forms,
Taking Frankfurt in Germany as an Example
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Abstract: It is a big challenge for many large-scale historic cities that how high-rise buildings can be morphologi-
cally well integrated into historical contexts. Taking Frankfurt in Germany as an example, the development modes
of high-rise buildings in European historic urban areas as well as the planning control method of their forms are
explored. The development of high-rise buildings in Frankfurt can be divided into four periods; the transformation
of development modes in each period and its relationship with historic urban conservation are summarized. In
addition, the control strategies on the form of high-rise buildings in Frankfurt’s historic built environment are dis-
cussed in five aspects, including spatial pattern, urban fabrics, buildings and interfaces, function and intensity, as
well as planning mechanism. Furthermore, a reflection is made on the morphological control of high-rise buildings
in Chinese historic urban areas from three aspects, including development mode, morphological control strategy
and planning mechanism.

Keywords: European Historic urban areas, High-rise buildings, Transformation of layout pattern, Morphological
control
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