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Characterization, Expression and Signification : An Exploration into
the Tectonic Logics underlying the Decoration of Huizhou Traditional
Dwellings
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Abstract: In previous architectural researches, the discussions on the issue of decoration have conventionally
focused a lot on its cultural and symbolic significances at surface level, showing a tendency to separate deco-
ration from the entity of architecture. This paper introduces the perspective of tectonics into the issue of dec-
oration, and employs a typical sample of Chinese vernacular architecture—Huizhou traditional dwellings as
the research object. Through a diagrammatic method inspired by typology, and based on three core dimen-
sions as “the formal characterization, the constructive factors and the spatial signification”, it explores the
tectonic regularities and orders contained in the dwellings’ decorations, in order to correct the deviations in
understanding the concept of decoration in ontological context of architecture, to reveal its tectonic logics,
as well as to offer both theoretical and design references for current construction work in rural areas, and the
conservation and regeneration course for those dwellings therein.
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