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Zhediang: A Case of Traditional Discourse Revival When Architecture
was Introduced into China
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Abstract: Being the officer with the perspective of architecture who once served in Tumu organization, Why CHU
ChiChien initiated compiling of master craftsmen (Zheliang) in China history? Maybe the readers can find the an-
swer in the Preface of Collected Biographies of Master Craftsmen, which was summed up as “commending the
predecessors and inspiring the offspring”. As for the former one, being titled with ZheJiang and through the inter-
pretation of the meaning of that discourse, Chu and his colleagues made effort to collect the biographies of the
ones who were notable for the words and deeds about Tumu activity. While as for the latter, they expected the
emerging architectural scholars to comprehend the knowledge of Zheliang for its figurative meaning which covers
a wide range of careers such as outstanding officers, scholars, craftsmen etc., and to increase their capabilities
accordingly. Hence the purport of that book can be concluded as two points, one is who can be deemed as ZheJi-
ang, the other is what is the purpose of collecting Zheliang. This article will make efforts to discuss the above two
points so as to strengthen the revival of the discourse of Zheliang which embodied the academic ideals of Chu and
his colleagues in early 20th century.

Keywords: Zheliang, CHU ChiChien, Collected Biographies of Master Craftsmen, Architecture, Discourse,Revival
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