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Abstract: Like LIANG Ssu-ch’eng, LIU Dunzhen was a key founder of the twentieth-century study of Chinese ar-
chitecture. But compared to LIANG, current studies on LIU have underestimated LIU’s contributions. As a result,
our understanding about the scholarship of the Society for Research in Chinese Architecture (SRCA) , in which LIU
was a core member, remains incomplete. This paper answers four questions: When did LIU start his study of Chi-
nese architecture? How did he come across with the SRCA? How was his work influenced by his time? And most
important, what was the uniqueness of his contributions to the study of Chinese architecture? The author argues
that LIU had already been a knowledgeable, insightful, methodologically mature scholar before he joined the
SRCA. Although LIU and LIANG shared similar concerns in research and took similar approaches in their work, he
contributed to the SRCA with his special perspective. He and LIANG worked together with other members of the
SRCA to lay the foundation of Chinese architectural study by combining methodologies of Western sinology and
Japanese Toyogaku with Chinese academic traditions.
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