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Go Beyond Involution in Academic Knowledge Production.
A Manifesto to Identify and Confront Current Challenges to Research
in Design Disciplines
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Abstract: The concept of involution provides a critical analytical angle to evaluate social phenomena that entail
high quantity of production, an inverted development model, an refined expansion mode, but with no leap of
model change. Given what the term involution signified evolves when utilized socially, this article further codifies
four types of involutions, which are used to examine contemporary academic knowledge production in distinct
phases. It concludes that (1) Type | Involution suggests an inevitably inverted approach to deepen understand-
ing with a defined area. Type Il Involution indicates that over intensities in research topic selection gives rise to
shallow intellectual outputs. Type IV Involution denotes the production-line-like knowledge generation mod-
el that only intended for meeting the assessment requirements rather than generating new understandings.

(2) Involution in research in design disciplines undesirably shifts the research subjects, inquiry interests, relation-
ship to practice, and researcher identity, from those of design to those of science, which endangers valid knowl-
edge accumulation in architecture as well as the discipline status. In sum, to exceed involution asks researchers to
regain their status as research conductors rather than being driven by the methodology machines, and to seize the
opportunity of redefining the core territory of design disciplines.
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