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Abstract: This text is an edited transcript of a discussion on the development of architectural ideas in the inter-
national exchanges that animated the career of LIU Yichun, a founding partner of Atelier Deshaus in Shanghai. Its
main focus is the relationship between structure, construction and architectural effects. By analysing the specific
contexts of architectural discussions, setting aside simplistic understandings of “importing foreign ideas” and
“learning directly [from foreign peers]”, this discussion highlights the complexity of topics and concepts. Three
questions are involved: (1) What differences of understanding are involved in German discussions of structure in
the 1920s and in the way Kazunari Sakamoto and Liu took up this topic subsequently? (2) What can we make of
the relationship between structure, construction and atmosphere in the work of Atelier Deshaus in the last 10
years? And (3) What is involved in articulating a sense of difficulty in understanding discussions between Chinese
and Japanese architects and between Chinese and Western architects in the last 15 years?
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