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Change is a Common Sense :
An Everyday Report from a Chinese Architectural Studio
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Abstract: Through introducing Atelier Archmixing’s work and action, the paper argues how Chinese contemporary
architects can develop their practice and find new architectural cognition and methodology in the local context of
rapid urbanization. The everyday report of Atelier Archmixing follows two perspectives: the design practice and
the theoretical reflection, from searching more working faces to meet the demands from market, to developing
new cognitions, reflecting and responding through design research, and the evolution of the organizational struc-
ture, as well as the relationship between all these aspects. Through analyzing decades of practice and thinking
from Atelier Archmixing, the authors provoke that architects collaborate with academic field to develop systemat-
ic, original and innovative design research rooted in the local reality.

Keywords: Atelier Archmixing, The evolution of chinese architectural design studio, Working surface, Design re-
search, Change, Practice, Cognition, Methodology
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