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Abstract: This paper is the first part of a series of papers on historiography of city. This paper points out that both ur-
ban history and urban studies are conversations between the city's past and the present. Urban studies in China began
to flourish in the 2000s as the country's urbanization rate gradually approached 50%. This close relationship between
urban studies, urban history, and the growth of urban populations can be traced back to the mid-19th to early 20th
centuries. This paper traces the experiences and contributions of four pioneers — Friedrich Engels, MATSUBARA Iwag-
oro, Sun Fo, Robert E. Park — who respectively led the urban studies' boom in Britain, Japan, China and USA, and
points out that urban studies and urban history today should still be based on the urban reality underneath, and explore
solutions to current urban problems by observing and thinking about the “past” that constitutes the reality.
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paper 1o regand the city, not as @ mere cangeries. of persons and
social arrangements, but as an istitation.

An imstitution, according to Semner, consists of 3 "cancept
and a stracture.” By concept, which he further defines as "an
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mature plus ugh
that buman mature operates.

With this conception of an instifwtion we can thisk of the city,
that s to say, the plae and the peopie, with all the machinery,
sentiments, customs, and administrative devices that go with it,
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