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Abstract: This paper sorts out the depictions of the Corner-One-Pillar (COP) Buddha Hall in Dunhuang murals
from the Tang period to the Cao Military Regime period, and points out that the halls depicted here show the
same function and plan as the COP Golden Halls excavated in Japan. This paper defines the Corner-One-Pillar Bud-
dha Hall by clarifying its distinguished features on plan, space, and structure, basing on a comparative analysis
of the depictions in Dunhuang Murals, remains of the Golden Halls in Japan, and relative materials such as cave
galleries, stone stupas, and stone houses. It points out that the Golden Hall of Natsumi-Haiji might have the same
space and structure as the Corner-One-Pillar Buddha Halls depicted in the Trees of Paradise in Dunhuang Murals
which was painted in the 7" Century. Furthermore, this paper locates the sites of the Corner-One-Pillar Buddha
Halls and the sites of its depictions under a context of the space-structure developing history around the 7" Cen-
tury in East Asia, revealing the significance of its unique space and structure.

Keywords: The Corner-One-Pillar (COP) Buddha Hall, Dunhuang murals, Architectural depictions in Tang dynasty, The
three-bays hall, Golden halls in the 7 century, The golden hall of Natsumi-Haiji, The east asia architectural history
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