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Abstract: Chinese architecture was disconnected with the global architectural discourse due to closed cultur-
al environment in the beginning of 20" century. The national-wide industrialization led to the development of
construction technology which connected Chinese architecture to the international context in the 1950s. The
following pivotal question is how to keep the uniqueness of Chinese culture in the process of globalization. The
answer is no longer rigid regional protectionism or radical nationalism. Chinese architecture began to seek how to
break through a simply imitation of certain forms. With the rising architectural epistemology inspired by design re-
search, the cultural characteristics of Chinese architecture were redefined in 1950s. Focusing on Chinese architec-
tural design and teaching practice from 1950s to 1980s, taking two nation-wide architectural design competitions
as cases, this paper analyzes the reshaping process of regionalism architectural theory in the context of China. The
research especially emphasizes the explicit features of regionalism in design methods by taking students' works of
Nanjing Institute of Technology as cases. The research concludes with a discussion of the influencing factors in the
process from traditional form to regionalism concept.

Keywords: Chinese architecture, Regionalism, Architectural education, Indigenous Culture, Design competition
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