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Carrying the Torch Northwest: on JIA Linxiang, a Xiang-Shan Guild
Builder
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Abstract: Mr.JIA Linxiang was a master builder of Xiang-Shan Guild which is a famous guild of the traditional
building techniques in China. In 1950s, he made an exquisite model as a pedagogical tool for the construction
grammar of the traditional building course at Sunan Polytechnic Institute. The model is now preserved at the
Architecture College of Xi'an University of Architecture & Technology (XAUAT) . Professor CHEN Congzhou of
Tongji University had written several articles about Mr. JIA and his excellent skills. The study is based on the in-
specting and recording on the model, relevant literary source materials and oral historic materials of the builders,
as well as the works of Prof. CHEN. This paper aims at writing the biography of JIA Linxiang and the genealogy
of Jia family as a traditional building guild. JIA Linxiang and his father JIA Junqing, who were both craftsmen of
exquisite technique, have not only constructed lots of traditional buildings but also assisted the teaching and
research in Sunan traditional architecture and the history of architecture of China as staff. They took part in the
practice of modern Chinese architectural education.

Keywords: JIA Linxiang, Xiang-Shan guild, model, Sunan Polytechnic Institute, XAUAT, Architectural education
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