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Abstract: This paper focuses on the double-column issue revealed by the tomb murals. It, carefully treats the
influence of the mature literary system of later officially structural carpentry. Starting with literatures and examples,
and taking both domestic and foreign perspectives, it aims to reveal from details the richness of the images of
early structural carpentry in architecture, and explores the process of architectural evolution. It is believed that the
image of the double columns has historical reasons, which reflects the gradual transition of frame from a mixture
of earth, rock, and wood to pure wood in terms of structure and space, and has an transgressive motive in terms
of ritual order. Regarding the paradigm of the facade decoration, it may be related to the main background of
cultural exchange along the Silk Road in Eurasia. On the above basis, the possible roof framing method has been
deduced from the details of stone carving eaves in Han and Wei dynasties and the structural details of roof struc
ture in Falong Temple Golden Hall, which matches the structure body of double columns. The disappearance of
this special structural phenomenon is due to both structural and cultural factors. It is explained from two aspects:
firstly, the architectural construction method and the change of thinking on the material level; secondly, the
change of aesthetic standards in the hierarchical order and concept level. The double-column structural phenom-
ena reveal a larger picture which helps to have a more comprehensive understanding of architecture history of
China.

Keywords: Northern Dynasties, Gatehouse drawings of Jiuyuangang Tomb, Architectural culture communication,
Central Asia, Architecture style of the Asuka Period, Single-Scale cross-section, Double columns, Timber structure
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