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Discussion on the Degree of “Modularization” of the Scale Control
of Ancient Architecture and the Priority Selection: Taking the Scale
Law of Yuan and Ming Architecture of Suzhou Style as an Example
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Abstract: Taking the main hall of Xuanyuan palace in Dongshan and Dacheng Hall of Confucius Temple in Jiading
as examples, this paper analyzes the scale rules from three aspects: building scale, beams and bracket sets. In
terms of building scale, it is reflected in the use of ‘integral ruler’ and ‘decrease in ruler unit for section design’; In
the beams scale designthe component height is mostly '1/4" as the decreasing value, which belongs to the ‘bisection
design’, while the component thickness is mostly ‘cun’, which belongs to ‘integral multiple design’; For bracket
sets, the component size is usually “cun” or “half inch”. The scale rules of the building are controlled by a hierarchi-
cal control mode with different precision of construction ruler in different degrees of design and processing pro-
cess. This article aims to provide a discussion on the ‘alternative scale’ method in specific cases, in order to suggest
the regional architectural scale design method that different from official, and supplement the understanding of
the degree of 'modularization’ of traditional architecture.

Keywords: Vernacular architecture, Scale rules, Modular system, Alternative selection
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