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Interpretation of the  “Shangshou-Tingfang”™ House Form along the
Shanxi and Shaanxi Coast of the Yellow River: Thinking Based on the
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Abstract: In today's rapid development of urban and rural areas that pay too much attention to the goal orien-
tation of economic and social development, it is of practical significance to revisit the theoretical perspective of
Rapoport's House Form and Culture. Based on the regional field survey along the Shanxi and Shaanxi coast of the
Yellow River, this paper compares the cultural differences between the “Qianting Houlou (hall in the front and
multi-storey living quarters in the back) " and the “Shangshou-Tingfang (the hall at the back end) ", interprets
the “anti-climate” living mode embodied in the “Shangshou-Tingfang” house form, and the emphasis on the
symbolization of the ceremonial space reflected in the practicality, and explores the correlation between the social
culture and the house form along the Shanxi and Shaanxi coast of the Yellow River from three aspects of sacrificial
rites, family structure, and women's status.

Keywords: Amos Rapoport, House Form and Culture, “Shangshou-Tingfang” , Shanxi and Shaanxi, Residential
buildings, Vernacular architecture
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