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Abstract: The trend of post-modernism, gradually arising after the middle of the 20th century, have exerted an
important influence on the ideological circle, as a result new historiography and new writing methods also getting
active response in the historical writing of architecture in 1970s. The paper made researches about Spiro Kostof's
book A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals, which is honored as the first architectural history book that
challenges the traditional western view of history, by analyzing its writing ideas and characteristics. Furtherly its
connection with new historiography and limits also are discussed which will help us to rethink how to select and
write an appropriate architectural history book in contemporary China.
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