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Research on the Architectural Practice of WANG Bingchen, a
Renowned Architect in Modern China: Exploration of Appropriate
Technology and National Form Under the Zeitgeist
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Abstract: As a second-generation architect in China, WANG Bingchen was a pioneer in constructing factories in
China’s rear during the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and urban construction in the early years of
the country’s founding. By combing the two main periods of his career and architectural practice, and combining
them with the context of the times and the study of architectural trends, it is pointed out that WANG Bingchen’s
architectural practice has always been characterised by the exploration of appropriate technology and the explora-
tion of national forms, as well as his efforts to try to modernise traditional Chinese architecture and localize mod-
ernist architecture in China. As one of the representives of the local architects group at a time of major changes in
national history, this article attemps to study WANG's practices and focus on the individual creative thinking and
practical performance of this group in the process of exploring modern architecture in China, with a view to draw-
ing more academic attention to this group.

Keywords: WANG Bingchen, Technology exploration, National form, Zeitgeist, Architectural practice
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