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Critical Issues of the Reconstruction of Historical Buildings Based on the
Historical City Background: A Case Study of Three Towers in Nanjing
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Abstract: Chinese classical towers often become important signs and important places to recognize the character-
istics of the city, owing to their unique site selections and prominent heights. Furthermore, their association with
perennially admired poems and literary works has contributed to their recognition and perpetuation over time.
Consequently, the reconstruction of such towers has become a tradition, as seen in examples like the Yellow Crane
Tower in Wuhan and the Tengwang Pavilion in Nanchang. Taking the reconstruction of three towers in Nanjing as
examples, this paper focuses on how to examine the reconstruction of towers in the context of stability or change
between historical city and contemporary city. Such analysis not only offers insights into architectural history and
phenomena, but also provides valuable references for contemporary architectural practice.

Keywords: City, Historical building, Reconstruction, Tower
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