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Abstract: Traditionally, the countryside in the Ba-Shu region was characterized by dispersed settlement patterns.
However, the clan networks underlying these scattered houses have long been overlooked by researchers, leading
to inadequate preservation practices. Drawing from the author’s extensive ethnographic-type fieldwork, this arti-
cle focuses on a representative case of dispersed clan villages in Luxian, Sichuan Province, once inhabited by the
QU family prior to the Land Reform. Building on a comprehensive census and historical investigation of the mate-
rial remains within this settlement, combined with an analysis of the QU family’s development in nearly three cen-
turies—from the early Qing Dynasty to the Republic era—this article examines why clan settlements in the Ba-Shu
region tend to adopt dispersed patterns. It further explores the structure of this settlement. The article concludes
by discussing the insights gained from uncovering the clan connections behind dispersed villages, particularly in
the context of history and preservation of vernacular architecture.
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