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Abstract: This paper advocates the establishment of a new design research paradigm to cope with the crisis of
architecture. Professor GU Daging wrote that architecture itself should be able to come up with a theoretical nar-
rative to restore discipline confidence and serve as a basis for rational communication with universities. This paper
responds to Professor GU’s suggestion that we should establish design as a research strategy and advocate design
as research paradigm. This paper briefly reviews the main schools of design research in the past 50 years. On the
basis of C. Frayling’s classification of design research, it proposes to put forward the epistemology, method, ontol-
ogy and procedure of design as research paradigm on the basis of design science, practical cognition and designer
cognition. This paper argues that until the paradigm of design as research was established, the symbiosis between
architecture and the modern research university expected by the academic community was very difficult.
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