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Abstract: This paper discusses an approach to studying cities and architecture based on the Milan tradition, em-
phasising architectural design as a way of understanding urban reality, considering the urban site as a ‘written pa-
limpsest’ and considering design as a process of writing, rewriting, and overwriting upon an already-written text.
The author begins by pointing out that architecture is a study of innovation based on history and that the city is a
layering of materials and ideas that must be constantly reinterpreted. By analysing historical city maps, the author
further discusses the continuity of urban concepts and design interpretations and emphasises the need for mod-
ern urban design to focus on the built environment’s material consistency and layering morphologies strategies. At
the same time, a shift from dual dialectic to assemblage thinking is proposed, emphasising the importance of sur-
veys and interpretive mapping in understanding settlement rules. Through two study cases, the author proposes a
new research methodology in the Chinese context that reveals how the layering of physical traces and immaterial
stratifications work together to form urban memories and narratives and focuses on how to read the morphology
of historic settlements in terms of the typological invariants, latent structures, and the triple relationship between
type-morphology-topography. Finally, the paper emphasises that urban space comprises multiple codes and that
design projects should be based on a deeper understanding of urban structure and history, with new inscriptions
on existing urban texts to create new urban orders and meanings.
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I1H " (knowledge project) 1R 7T RIZ M
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BOURE AR%ER (RER) 5 H
SUKE WMREEA T, MEENE
— N SEMTREN, MEENRIERK
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BXR. BNEMG—TEEEW, MWL
BT, ALK RNR AT Bk
M AR,
HREN, REEESAEEIANS
NEALFEE—NEENTEH, B8



TTIZENESEXHNXE BR7T A
Stz @ AmRENBEROER" P,
B MR RERR T X—ERERE
FROBEERE, R3HERBRHELE
WZLEEBTAMARNRERE, Xk
TRMNATEHRERBENEREMH. It
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&R, B=1MERRHBEEMER
WEE HAERAMEENZEEIN
ZEBXR, RN, XEMNEREKR,
BAMETEMNSNRUNBERFTERK
—EMAER.
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O FHE: AOFXSETHLFAR: (X) X%
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BR/AS], 2016, 179.
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W - R4 (Giuseppe Samona) T, HREBIE
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(Carlo Aymonino,
7% (Gianugo Polesello,
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